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Welcome
Eric Weinheimer, President and CEO, Forefront

• The 2016 Grantmakers Institute
Day One Panel
• Marianne Philbin, Executive Director, Pierce Family Foundation
• Charles Twichell, Managing Director, Prince Charitable Trusts
• Amy Rynell, Senior Director of Research & Policy, Heartland Alliance
• Amina Dickerson, President, Dickerson Global Advisors

• Today’s Discussion

• What does 2016 hold for our field? 

• What concerns funders today?



Introductions
Marianne Philbin, 
Executive Director, Pierce Family Foundation

• Where you are; what is your role there? 

• And tell us: Do friends and family 
understand what you do for a living?



Understanding the Field

• Where we’ve come from. . .

• Where we are today. . .

• Seasoned funders: What’s different from 
when you entered the field?



Joining a Story in Progress

History:
• From alms giving to philanthropy, 
• From charity to change

Today:
• New views and visions -- and new 

challenges

See handout, page 3.



The Sector

Total giving: $358.38 billion in 2014

1910: 18 foundations
Today: 102,417 foundations

Number of nonprofits: 
1.5 registered
1.2 filing Form 990 or 990-N
Assets less than $100,000:   

295,556 registered (19%)
273,752 filing Form 990 or 990-N (23%)



$358.38 Billion Total Giving

Corporations…5%
Foundations…15%
Individuals…    80%

(8% of that bequests)



In Illinois. . .

• Approximately 6,684 foundations, including 
5,521 private foundations

• And more than 61,653 registered nonprofits 
in 2012 and 65,240 in 2015

• Registered nonprofits in Illinois grew by 
18.4% between 1995 and 2015



Today’s Challenges + Realities

What influences philanthropy today?

In one way or another, these factors will be 
part of what you will be dealing with in your 
grantmaking institution.

See handout, page 4.



Conversations Nationally

• Organizational effectiveness – of funders and 
nonprofits 

• Evaluation/measurement
• General operating vs project support
• The Overhead Challenge/Starvation Cycle
• NPO leadership/salaries/ talent development
• Lack of diversity in the field
• Accountability and ethics
• Impact of today’s economy
• Media, donor, and government scrutiny

See handout, page 5.



What does 2016 Hold?
Today’s challenges
Key conversations

What are you already seeing and 
hearing?

A. Panelists – “Two Things”
B. Participants



Ongoing Challenges

• Power, responsibility, and the public trust

• The nature -- and limitations -- of 
foundation support

• Nonprofits/foundations understanding of --
and misunderstanding of -- each other

• Roles of government/funders/nonprofits in 
addressing social needs



How You Respond to Today’s Challenges. . .

hope to achieve



Participant Perspectives

Newer grantmakers: What are your 
perspectives on today’s climate for 
philanthropy, and challenges?

More experienced grantmakers: What advice 
do you have for new program staff, as they 
step into these roles and navigate the waters?



Next Session

• Understanding nonprofits
• Assessing proposals, site visits
• Elements of a grantmaker’s role
• Stewardship
• Dealing with power, ethics, relationships




